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21 October 2022 

Steven Crick 
Senior Team Leader - Planning 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Biodiversity & Conservation Division 
Department of Planning & Environment 

Response to public submissions - Hydro Kurri Kurri Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report 

Dear Steven, 

Following consultation with the Biodiversity & Conservation Division (BCD) of the Department of Planning & 

Environment (OPE), the Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report (BCAR) for the Hydro Kurri Kurri site 

was placed on public exhibition from Monday 12 of September 2022 to Friday 14 October 2022. The public 

consultation included advertisements placed in the Sydney Morning Herald on the 12 September 2022 and 

the Cessnock Advertiser on 14th of September 2022 (refer to Appendix A for a copy of the advertisement). 

The BCAR document was available for public viewing through the Regrowth Kurri Kurri website 

(regrowthkurri.com.au/statutory-information) as well as the BCD have your say page 

( environment.nsw .gov. au/ get-involved/have-your-say). 

The Regrowth Kurri Kurri website is administered by the GHD stakeholder engagement team and an 

external email address was established to manage the submissions. 

A total of four public submissions were received through the BCD have your say page. No submissions 

were lodged through the Regrowth Kurri Kurri submissions website. Copies of the four submissions 

received are attached as Appendix B. 

Three of the four submissions identified the same issue, that they believe an offset of 607 ha does not 

adequately compensate for the loss of Regent Honeyeater and Swift Parrot habitat within land proposed for 

biodiversity certification. The fourth submission requested that the Hydro site is preserved and used for 

ecological observation and biodiversity continuity. 

A summary of the issues identified by each submission along with a response to submissions is provided in 

Table 1 below. A single response has been provided where the same issues has been received in separate 

submissions. 

Table 1 Summary of public submissions 

Person/organisation Date Summary of issues Response to submission 
submitting 
submission 

Hunter Bird 
Observers Club 
(HBOC) Inc 
conservation sub
committee 

18 Sept 
2022 

HBOC believes that the offset for 
Serious and Irreversible Impacts on 
Swift Parrot (Lathamus discolor) and 
Regent Honeyeater (Anthochaera 
phygia) whilst significant under normal 
circumstances is not sufficient to 
counter the threats to the survival of 
these species. 

The offsets required to compensate 
for removal of potential habitat for the 
Swift Parrot and Regent Honeyeater 
have been calculated in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
Biodiversity Assessment Method 
(BAM). 
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Arien Quin

From: Karen Thumm <Karen.Thumm@environment.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 23 September 2022 8:42 AM
To: Arien Quin; Michael Ulph
Subject: FW: For Action - Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" 

got a response

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CompleteRepository: 2220284
Description: Biodiversity Assessments - Hydro Site
JobNo: 2220284
OperatingCentre: 22
RepoEmail: 2220284@ghd.com
RepoType: Project

Dear Arien and Michael,  
 
We have received two more submissions on the Hydro biodiversity certification.  Here is the first one. 
 
Cheers, Karen 
 
Karen Thumm    
A/Senior Team Leader - Planning 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Biodiversity and Conservation Division  
Department of Planning and Environment 
 
T (02) 49273153    M 0459070902    E karen.thumm@environment.nsw.gov.au 
dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
6 Stewart Avenue, Newcastle, NSW 2300 
(Locked Bag 1002, Dangar NSW 2309) 
Working days Monday to Friday 
  
 
The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment acknowledges that it stands on Aboriginal land. We 
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and we show our respect for elders past, present and emerging 
through thoughtful and collaborative approaches to our work, seeking to demonstrate our ongoing commitment to 
providing places in which Aboriginal people are included socially, culturally and economically. 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Bernadette Hughes <Bernadette.Hughes@environment.nsw.gov.au> On Behalf Of OEH ROD Hunter Central 
Coast Mailbox 
Sent: Friday, 23 September 2022 8:33 AM 
To: Karen Thumm <Karen.Thumm@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Cc: OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox <huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: For Action - Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" got a response 
 
Hi Karen,  
 
Please see email below which is a response from the Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation. 
 
Steve asked for these to be forwarded as they came in.  
 
 
Kind regards 



2

Bernie 
 
Bernadette Hughes   
Coordination and Planning Officer 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Biodiversity and Conservation Division  
Department of Planning and Environment 
 
T (02) 49 273201    M 0474 941809    E bernadette.hughes@environment.nsw.gov.au 
dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
6 Stewart Ave 
Newcastle West 2302 
 
(Locked Bag 1002, Dangar NSW 2309 ) 
 
Working days Monday to Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm                                                                  
 
 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.  
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Response Report <report@formassembly.com>  
Sent: Thursday, 22 September 2022 7:13 PM 
To: OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox <huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" got a response 
 
Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" has received the following response:  
 
Submitted on: 09/22/2022 07:12:41 PM 
Completion time:  
 
 
Your details 
Q. Name 
R. PATRICIA 
 
Q. Postcode 
R. 2291 
 
Q. Email 

 
 
 
Your comments 
Q. Please add your comments on the biodiversity certification for land at Kurri Kurri. 
R. 607 hectares is not enough 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------- 
This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or privileged information.  
If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it immediately. 
Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender except where the sender expressly and with 
authority states them to be the views of the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. 
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PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
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Arien Quin

From: Karen Thumm <Karen.Thumm@environment.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 23 September 2022 8:43 AM
To: Arien Quin; Michael Ulph
Subject: FW: For Action -  Re Biodiversity Certification for Hydro Aluminium at Kurri Kurri

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CompleteRepository: 2220284
Description: Biodiversity Assessments - Hydro Site
JobNo: 2220284
OperatingCentre: 22
RepoEmail: 2220284@ghd.com
RepoType: Project

Dear Arien and Michael,  
 
Here’s the second submission received on the Hydro biodiversity certification.  
 
Cheers, Karen 
 
Karen Thumm    
A/Senior Team Leader - Planning 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Biodiversity and Conservation Division  
Department of Planning and Environment 
 
T (02) 49273153    M 0459070902    E karen.thumm@environment.nsw.gov.au 
dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
6 Stewart Avenue, Newcastle, NSW 2300 
(Locked Bag 1002, Dangar NSW 2309) 

Working days Monday to Friday 

 

 

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment acknowledges that it stands on Aboriginal land. We acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of the land and we show our respect for elders past, present and emerging through thoughtful and collaborative approaches to our 
work, seeking to demonstrate our ongoing commitment to providing places in which Aboriginal people are included socially, culturally and 
economically. 
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From: Bernadette Hughes <Bernadette.Hughes@environment.nsw.gov.au> On Behalf Of OEH ROD Hunter Central 
Coast Mailbox 
Sent: Friday, 23 September 2022 8:34 AM 
To: Karen Thumm <Karen.Thumm@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Cc: OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox <huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: For Action - Re Biodiversity Certification for Hydro Aluminium at Kurri Kurri 
 
Hi Karen,  
 
Below is another response RE: Biodiversity Certification for Hydro Aluminium at Kurri Kurri 
 
 
Kind regards 
Bernie 
 
 
Bernadette Hughes   
Coordination and Planning Officer 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Biodiversity and Conservation Division  
Department of Planning and Environment 
 
T (02) 49 273201    M 0474 941809    E bernadette.hughes@environment.nsw.gov.au 
dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
6 Stewart Ave 
Newcastle West 2302 
 
(Locked Bag 1002, Dangar NSW 2309 ) 
 
Working days Monday to Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm                                                                  

 
 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.  
 
 
 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 22 September 2022 6:46 PM 
To: OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox <huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Re Biodiversity Certification for Hydro Aluminium at Kurri Kurri 
 
To the Certification Body, 
 
The proposed offset of 607 hectares of land proposed by Hydro Aluminium is an indication of their goodwill but it is 
insufficient for the purpose of encouraging Regent Honeyeaters and Swift Parrots to survive and hopefully increase 
their populations. 
 
Both of these birds species rely on a wide range of vegetation and landscapes to thrive. The offset land must be 
appropriate for purpose and more than 607 hectares is required. 
 
Sustainability is not what needs to be achieved here. What is needed is conditions that will allow these species, in 
particular, to increase in numbers and guarantee their survival. 
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NSW   2291 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------ 
This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or privileged information.  
If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it immediately. 
Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender except where the sender expressly and with 
authority states them to be the views of the NSW Office of Environment, Energy and Science. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
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Arien Quin

From: Bernadette Hughes <Bernadette.Hughes@environment.nsw.gov.au> on behalf of 
OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox 
<huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 19 September 2022 11:04 AM
To: Steven Crick
Cc: OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox
Subject: FW: Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" got a response

 
 
 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Response Report <report@formassembly.com> 
Sent: Monday, 19 September 2022 5:52 AM 
To: OEH ROD Hunter Central Coast Mailbox <huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" got a response 
 
Your form "Biodiversity certification for Kurri Kurri consultation" has received the following response: 
 
Submitted on: 09/19/2022 05:52:22 AM 
Completion time: 
 
 
Your details 
Q. Name 
R. Rebecca Coventry 
 
Q. Postcode 
R. 2325 
 
Q. Email 

 
 
 
Your comments 
Q. Please add your comments on the biodiversity certification for land at Kurri Kurri. 
R. Yesterday I was lucky enough to go for a bushwalk at Standford Merthyr and was introduced to the Kurri Sand 
Swamp Woodland, an endangered ecological community. I had never heard of it before but the Bushland area was 
full of a huge diversity and arrangement of different plants. Intrigued and inspired I sought more information and 
discovered the aluminium smelter site, which had a rehabilitation plan and includes the Kurri Sand Swamp Woodland. 
Then the very next day I find there are plans to commercialise and develop this site. I a, appalled. Have we learned 
nothing? There is nothing more important than preserving our declining Bushland. Having such a precious resource 
intact is such a treasure. It needs further investigation and opening up to the public for appreciation. All of it. Not just a 
token biologically deconstructed facsimile. Please let the site be preserved and used for ecological observation and 
biodiversity continuity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




